
Thread CIC – Fire Risk Assessment 

 

Premises: Thread CIC, c/o St Cuthbert’s Primary School, Pateley Bridge HG3 5HL 
Assessment Completed By: Kerry Thorpe  
Date: 1/ 9 / 25 
Review Date: 1 / 9 /26 

 

1. People at Risk 

• Children and young people, including those with SEND and SEMH needs who may 
require additional support in an evacuation. 

• Adults attending workshops, including those with mobility or mental health needs. 
• Staff and volunteers working on-site. 
• Visitors (parents, carers, community members). 

Special consideration: 

• Reduced mobility, sensory impairments, or anxiety may slow evacuation. 
• Mixed age groups mean clear supervision is essential. 

 

2. Building information 

Thread building is accessed via the St Cuthberts school playground. Thread is then accessed 
through two locked gates. This leads to a concreate walkway with both steps and a ramp for 
access. Access is granted through electric door entrance with a scan system. Once inside 
Thread is all on one level with no steps or stairs. There are two fire exits- one the main 
entrance and double doors at the back leading to a small outdoor space that leads around 
the building back to the front. The floor plan is made up of 3 classrooms, a kitchen, toilets 
and 2 storerooms along with a cleaning cupboard. 2 Main fire exits that are marked  

2. Fire Hazards Identified 

• Use of paints, solvents, adhesives, and flammable art materials. 
• Electrical equipment (heaters, computers, lighting, kilns/heat tools if used). 
• Storage of paper, card, and art supplies increasing fuel load. 
• Cooking/refreshments equipment (e.g. kettles) if in use. 

 

 



3. Fire Prevention Measures 

• Flammable materials stored safely in clearly marked, ventilated locked cupboards 
away from heat sources. 

• Waste bins emptied frequently, no build-up of paper/card. 
• Regular Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) for electrical equipment- over 3 years old. 
• Fire exits and escape routes always kept clear. 
• Fire doors fitted and checked regularly to ensure they close properly. 
• Strict no smoking or vaping policy on premises. 

 

 

4. Fire Detection & Warning Systems 

• Smoke detectors and fire alarms installed and tested regularly.  
• Linked to school alarm system 
• Manual call points (break glass alarms) available and accessible. 
• All staff trained to raise the alarm immediately if fire is discovered. 

 

5. Firefighting Equipment 

• Appropriate fire extinguishers (water, CO₂, foam) provided and serviced annually. 
• Fire blankets in art/craft areas where flammable liquids are used- located in the 

kitchen  
• Only trained staff to use extinguishers, and only if safe to do so. 

 

6. Escape Routes & Evacuation 

• Clearly signed escape routes leading to designated assembly point: First gate at the 
Entrance of Thread by the school Carpark 

• Fire doors in place — kept shut but never locked or obstructed. 
• Signing-in book used as fire register to account for all visitors, students on the daily 

log of attendance 
• Staff trained to support SEND/SEMH students in calm, structured evacuation. 
• Staff to supervise and ensure all students leave the building 

 

7. Training & Information 

• Fire safety induction for all staff and volunteers. 



• Students introduced to evacuation routines in an age-appropriate way. 
• Visitors informed of evacuation procedures on arrival. 
• Fire drills carried out once per term and recorded. 

 

8. Additional Considerations for SEND & SEMH 

• Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPs) created where necessary. 
• Extra staff allocated to support individuals with mobility or sensory needs. 
• Visual aids or social stories used for children with autism/SEMH to reduce anxiety. 
• Quiet reassurance and structured routines to help with calm evacuation. 

 

9. Emergency Arrangements 

• Dial 999 immediately in the event of fire. 
• Staff trained to guide emergency services on arrival. 
• First aiders available to provide support if required. 

 

10. Review & Monitoring 

• This risk assessment will be reviewed annually or after any significant change (e.g. 
refurbishment, new equipment, changes in use of building). 

• Regular checks on storage, exits, fire doors, alarms, and equipment. 
• Records kept of all drills, checks, and maintenance. 

 

Approved by: K Thorpe           Signed: Kerry Thorpe 
Date: 2/9/25 

 

For further guidance or to raise a concern, contact: 

Kerry Thorpe 
 kerry@threadnidd.co.uk 
 

 


